28                          BLESSED HENRY MORSE                  [FEB. i
in Parliament, which was continually calling out for severe measures against
the " Sons of Belial," as the Catholics were generally termed by these
gloomy fanatics. After returning to Flanders, Fr. Morse resumed his
duties as military chaplain, this time attending chiefly to the English
regiment commanded by Sir Henry Gage, Sir Henry was a member of
the ancient Catholic family, the Gages of Firle (Sussex), and later achieved
a noted place in history as Governor of Oxford for Charles I during the
Civil War. He died fighting gallantly for the royal cause, 11 th January,
1644, and was buried in the chapel of Christ Church, Oxford.
The year that his Cavalier patron was slam, Fr. Morse returned to the
English  mission, the scene of his  labours being on this occasion the
north of England.    He was seized by the priest-hunters at a cottage on
the borders of Cumberland, where he had gone to attend a dying person,
and after escaping from custody, was  again recognized, arrested, and
lodged in Durham Jail.    Having been previously convicted in London, he
was sent to the capital by ship, his Puritan captors no doubt fearing that a
journey by road would be too risky in view of the large bodies of Cavaliers
about, who would certainly have delivered the reverend captive by force.
While on shipboard Fr. Morse had much to suffer from the brutality of
the crew, the seafaring element being at that period for the most part
violently anti-Papal and anti-Royalist    The vessel touched at Yarmouth
on the way, where Mr Morse, the Protestant brother of the captive priest,
was in practice as a well-to-do attorney.    The lawyer did his best to relieve
the immediate wants of his near relative, and later when sentence of death
had been passed upon him in pursuance of his previous conviction^ came
up to London and used every possible influence to get the capital penalty
again remitted.    But the Parliament was then in power, and the sentence
was ordered to be carried out.    While in prison (Newgate?), Fr. Morse
was visited by crowds of persons of the first quality, all anxious to get some
words of advice or consolation from so holy and famous a man.    Among
the many callers was the French Ambassador, the Marquis de Sabran, who
came to ask a blessing for the young King of France (Louis XIV), the
Queen-Mother, and the rest of the royal family*    On the morning of the
execution, or martyrdom rather (ist February, 1645), ^r* Morse, by the
connivance of the jailer, said Holy Mass with great devotion in his cell, and
then took a cheerful leave of all the prisoners.    The Sheriff showed him
much courtesy, causing straw to be placed in the hurdle, and addressing
him with all politeness.    At the latter end of the Oxford Road the French
Ambassador and suite in carriages and on horseback joined the procession,
and accompanied it to Tyburn.   Being arrived at the place of his martyr-
dom Fr* Morse turned to the vast crowds and delivered the following
address: